FOREA rvsab R p oA L AR BRI TR AR TI

FOA A vsAR® A
SEAL R F B 1 Tt A RAT
B Fa Al § 20215260

Fo oW FT71-92

Journal of State and Society
No. 22, Jun. 2021.

BUFF v Avs.itl&EH 3+
LA E B L (Tl AR

Government intervention vs. Community autonomy:

Fundamental Issues in Taiwan’s Community Development
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Abstract

This article discusses a long-standing controversial issue in Tai-
wanese community development: What is the relationship between
the government and the community? The consensus of the communi-
ty work principle is that a community needs self-help, self-determi-
nation, and self-reliance; however, in reality, the government often
implements many community development plans to guide the com-
munity's work. This led to the criticism that communities lacked au-
tonomy because of their dependence on the government's funding
subsidies; the government's intervention in community affairs, re-
sulted in contradictions between principle and practice. The differ-
ences in community work paradigms are often the main reason for
each saying what they say. A comparison between the community
development approach and radical community work approach to
clarify the differences between the two, is proposed. To understand
the interactive relationship of the government and the community,
this article summarizes the views related to community work and
proposes three relationships: vertical, oppositional, and linear, be-
lieving that Taiwan's community work has to gradually break through
the traditional "top-down" or "bottom-up" thinking, and strike a bal-
ance between "self-governed" and "administration-oriented" based

on community capabilities and needs.
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