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The Recongruction of Ethnic Food Culture under
the Dynamicsof Modern Consumer Culture A
Case Study of the Transfor mation of Taiwan
“Hakka Cuisin€’ intoa Form of Leilsure
Consumption

Abstract

Since the 1980s, with the deterritoriaization and time-space compression
that comes with advanced modernization, the socid, political and aesthetic
properties potentialy associated with cuisine have cometo beimmensdy
sgnificant in modern societies. Againg this backdrop, food has gradudly
become a central focus of socio-culturd forces and gained akey podtion
that reflects socio-culturd power relations. In this paper, the case of theri-
se and transformation of Taiwan “Hakkacuisne’ in the context of modern
consumer cultureis used as an example to demonstrate how ethnic food
cultureisrecongtructed in the society of high modernity. In order to expl-
orehow “Hakkacuisne’ isquditatively transformed into aform of mod-
dern leisure consumption in contemporary Taiwan, thisresearch setsout to
select indicative samples of texts from newspapers published during 1951-
1999 in Taiwan and subject these historica materiasto content analyss

and discourse analysis. And special emphasisis put on how “Hakka
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cuisng’ asaform of leisure consumption during the past two decades has
been increasingly penetrated by powerful dynamicsthat characterize mod-

ern consumer culture.

Keywords: consumer culture, ethnic food, “Hakka cuisne’, leisure

consumption

170



