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Abstract

As the rising of international ecological awareness, global warm-
ing and climate change becomes one of the most critical environmen-
tal issues. Global warming problems involve not only nature science
research, but also real politics. The US plays a critical role in interna-
tional climate change negotiation. It is because US has the most
amount of resource consumptions in the world and US greenhouse
gases emission is far larger than any other countries. Furthermore, US
is the only one hegemony on earth, The global warming strategies of
US not only influence developed countries, such as European Union,
Japan, Russia and Canada; but also affect some important developing
countries, like China and India. Based on environmental politics per-
spective, this paper would analyze US position in global warming
problems, and what are the China main responses in global climate

change negotiations.

This paper would use the concept of revisited interest-based ex-
planation model to identify US position in climate change issues. Fur-
thermore, this paper would discuss US political context in internation-
al environmental affairs. These will help us illustrate the whole picture

of US political standpoints in global warming and climate change.

In March 2001, US government claimed that they would not rati-
fy the Kyoto Protocol. They emphasized that this important decision is
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based on three important reasons. First of all, most of the developing
countries are excluded from greenhouse gases emission reduction re-
sponsibilities; second, the scientific knowledge of climate change still
remains highly uncertainty. Most important of all, if USs government
adopts Kyoto Protocol standards will have serious harm to the US
economy. Based on the interest-based explanation model, this paper
suggests that the US mainly concerns is domestic economic develop-
ment and energy use. In order to avoid the negative effects of refusing
Kyoto Protocol, the US has two important strategies. On the one hand,
the US strengthens scientific researches and technological innovation
about reducing greenhouse gases emission. On the other hand, the US
adopts voluntary greenhouse gas emission reduction measures, and
these measures are used to replace compulsory reduction regulations
of Kyoto Protocol. This paper suggests that the US attitude toward cli-
mate change is unsustainable and would increase US environmental
vulnerability. Furthermore, the US will abate its international authority
in the future international environment negotiation. What is worse, the
US attitudes will encourage those developing countries to avoid their

global environmental responsibility.
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