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Abstract

This paper uses the concepts of monumentality and the
vernacular to compare and evaluate the features of new land developments
and existing urban texture, seeing the landscape as both social
production and cultural construction with concepts of property-led
development and imaged ideology. Recent mega development projects
promoted by the official in Taipei metropolitan area are not merely
collective consumption but more likely to be a revitalization strategy.
These new monumental middle-class urban landscapes could be
identified with several features such as large blocks, architectural
aesthetics, landscaping, gated communities, and distinctive zoning.
Contrast to the mixed-use, heterogeneous, convenient and chaotic
vernacular characters in old town areas, the new urban landscapes
are linked to an image of progress and expected to stimulate
economic growth. However, they also face crisis due to lack of
convenient facilities and local connections, social exclusion, and
housing oversupply. Thus, appropriate urban living might be a
compromise between modern monumentality and everyday vernacular,
and perhaps it could create an appropriate modern vernacular in

which plural urban livings condensed into historic monumentality.
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